REQUEST

Father God, we come before you
this day thanking you for who you
are in our lives. We thank you for
the promises of your word. We
pray this day that you will grant us
the strength to persist in faith
despite the troubles of the world.
We bind up every lie the enemy
tries to deceive us with, and we
loose the spirit of the truth of your
word. We pray that you will com-
fort the family of George Floyd, in
the name of Jesus. We pray for
pastors and spiritual leaders
throughout this land as they lead
your people. “Now unto him that
is able to keep you from falling,

and to present you faultless before
the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy, To the only wise
God our Saviour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power,

both now and ever. Amen.”

(Jude 1:24-25 KJV)
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Daring Faith

We are living amidst an unprecedented time that has brought about torment,
tears, sorrow, anger, and numerous questions among believers and non-
believers. Being a believer does not exempt us from experiencing heartache
and disappointment. However, it is by God’s grace that people of faith obtain
hope and a vision that enables us to continue pressing beyond the difficulties
of life to experience promised victory in the Lord. Life’s darkest moments are
often crucibles in which God blesses us to experience new beginnings.

Life amid COVID-19 and social injustice towards Black people is a defining
moment of faith that challenges our belief while simultaneously providing
opportunities for us to experience a lasting change. In the book entitled,
“Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?”, Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. stated a critical teaching point: “Our most fruitful course is to stand
firm, move forward nonviolently, accept disappointment and cling to hope”.
In that same frame of mind, King added, “to guard ourselves from bitterness,
we need the vision to see in this generation’s ordeals the opportunity to
transfigure both ourselves and American society.”

Our mental and spiritual dispositions are essential to experience abundant
living. David provides us with an example of this spiritual lesson. Although
dangers on every side surrounded David, he declared, “I would have
despaired unless | had believed that | would see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and let your heart take
courage; Yes, wait for the Lord.” (Psalm 27:13-14-NASB)

Where do we go from here? What do we truly believe about the Lord?
Despite the chaos of our time, know that the Lord still has a plan and
purpose for our lives. God has not forgotten about us; He is still seated on
the throne. Therefore, the most effective action we as believers can carry out
amidst this season of turmaoil, violence, social injustice, sickness, and death
is to continue trusting in God'’s faithfulness day by day. | end this reflection
meditating on the lyrics of a famous gospel song.

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!



