REFLECT

What prayer have you stopped
praying that you would like to
renew with persistent prayer?

REMEMBER
Persistence is an important factor
in prayer.

REQUEST

God of the universe, give us grace
to persist in prayer and never lose
heart in praying. In Jesus name.
Amen.
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Be Persistent in Prayer

“Be persistent in prayer...” — Colossians 4:2a (GNB)

Prayer is hard work. It is hard work because there are days that we
may feel that our prayers are not being answered. Sometimes, it is
difficult to pray when we don’t get quick results, or we become
discouraged because we do not get a response. We wonder if we're
doing something wrong or if God is even listening to us. Sometimes,
we may even question God’s goodness. But those are the times when
we must persist in prayer.

Andrew Murray writes that “persistence has various elements - the
main ones are perseverance, determination, and intensity. It begins
with a refusal to readily accept denial. This develops into a determi-
nation to persevere, to spare no time or trouble until the answer
comes. This grows in intensity until the whole being is given to God
in supplication. Boldness comes to lay hold of God’s strength. At one
time, it is quiet; at another, bold. At one point, it waits in patience,
but at another, it claims at once what it desires. In whatever different
shape, persistence always means and knows that if God hears prayer,
it means | must be heard.” Persistence is an important factor in
prayer.

There are many people who grow weary of prayer because there are
times when asking over and over for the same thing seems pointless.
Maybe you think God just doesn’t hear you and you may as well stop
begging. But Paul reminds us to persist in prayer and do it with
thanksgiving. Life is not easy for anyone. Every job includes endur-
ance and persistence. Prayer takes persistence. There are wilderness
and dry times when you think you are the only one praying. There

are times when you feel as if you've prayed a thousand times without
an answer. Real purposeful ministry takes time and persistence as it
develops. Everything good takes endurance.

We are living in times that call for persistence in prayer. Our world is
experiencing a deadly virus, violence and racial unrest is erupting in
cities across the nation. Persistence in prayer is essential for the times
in which we live. Persistence in prayer does not necessarily mean
endless repetition of long worded sessions. It means keeping our
requests before our Loving God, always believing and trusting God
will answer us in His time according to His will. And it is faith in

prayer that keeps us going. Persistent prayer without becoming weary
changes things; most importantly, it changes us. So, persist in prayer,
and do not lose heart. God will answer.



