REFLECT
Courage is contagious.

REMEMBER
Our witness may lead someone to
make a decision to follow Christ.

REQUEST

Lord, give us courage to stand up
for you even when it is difficult.
May our lives inspire others to

follow You. In Jesus name. Amen.

SUBMITTED BY
Pastor Gina M. Stewart

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2020

Stand Your Ground

“l issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and

reverence the God of Daniel. ‘For he is the living God and he endures

forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.”
Daniel 6:26 (NIV)

Daniel was a man of prayer with an uncompromising commitment to
God who was not afraid to stand up, speak up and stand by his
convictions. Although his jealous colleagues convinced the king to
order everyone to pray only to the king for the next month or face the
lion’s den, Daniel did not shrink back in his devotion to God. Even
though he knew that a decree had been signed and sealed, he con-
tinued his practice of praying three times a day. A dreadful fate await-
ed anyone who broke this law. The guilty parties were to be thrown
into a den of lions, where they would be torn to pieces and

devoured. Even though Daniel was one of the king’s favorite servants,
Daniel’s destiny would be sealed if he disobeyed.

When the officials report Daniel to the king for praying, he regrets his
decision and tries to find a way to save his trusted servant. But the
law that the king signed is irrevocable, and Daniel spends his night in
a lion’s den. After a sleepless night, the king rushes to the lion’s den
at daybreak with the hope that God has spared Daniel’s life. These
are the words that Daniel spoke to the king:

“Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! My God sent his angel,

and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because
| was found innocent in his sight. Nor have | ever done any wrong
before you, O king. “He sent an angel,” Daniel replies, “to keep the
lions from eating me.” God spared Daniel’s life and Daniel’s unwav-
ering conviction caused King Darius to issue a decree that in every
part of the kingdom, people must fear and reverence the God of
Daniel (vs. 26).

There are times in our lives when standing up and standing by our
convictions may not be the politically correct thing to do or the most
popular thing to do, but it is the right thing to do. When Daniel stood
his ground, it landed him in a lion’s den, but Darius also came to see
that Daniel served a different God - different from the gods of wood,
stone and metal with which he was familiar. Darius found out that
Daniel’'s God is the living God. Daniel’'s God is not only alive, but
active and powerful, awesome and almighty. Hostile environments
may make standing our ground difficult, but stand anyway; your
witness just may draw somebody to God.



