
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2020

REFLECT
God does not permit His children 
to sin successfully. 

REMEMBER
Repentance is better than denial. 
Trust the God who is merciful to 
forgive; God delights in mercy. 

REQUEST
Lord, I open up to You my whole 
heart and life. I cover nothing; I 
offer no excuse(s). I simply trust 
You to forgive. In Jesus name.  
Amen. 
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The Blessing of Forgiveness 
“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven; whose sin is covered”

-Psalm 32:1 (ESV)

David opened his psalm with a testimony of repentance based on personal 
experience. He writes “blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven; 
whose sin is covered”. The story of David’s sin is well-known. He committed 
adultery with Bathsheba, who subsequently became pregnant, and then he had 
her husband, Uriah, killed in an effort to unsuccessfully cover up his sin. But the 
Lord sent the prophet Nathan to David to confront him about his transgression. 
Transgression is “crossing over the line” and rebelling against God. David knew 
the Ten Commandments and that adultery, murder, and deceit were forbidden. 
Sin means “to miss the mark” and not live up to the standards God has set. 
Iniquity means “twisted” and describes what happens to the inner character of 
the sinner. Guile means “deception.” David deceived himself by thinking that he 
could cover his sins and pretend nothing had happened. David found out that 
he could hide his sins from other folks, but he couldn’t hide from God. The Lord 
chastened him for almost a year and made him miserable until he stopped lying, 
humbled himself before God and confessed his sins. He describes the inner 
turmoil in verses 3-4:

“For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day 
long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.”

Deliverance came when David finally confessed his sin.  He writes: 

“I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will 
confess my transgressions to the LORD,’ and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.”

The king discovered that confession is a gateway to forgiveness.  When he 
acknowledged his sins, the Lord forgave him. David offered no excuses; he 
admitted that he had sinned and was guilty before God. When he did, the 
burden of transgression was carried away, the debt was canceled, the twisted 
was made straight and David was relieved of his guilt. This doesn’t mean that 
David didn’t suffer because of the consequences of his sin. Bathsheba conceived 
and gave birth to a son, but the baby died. David’s son, Amnon, raped his half-
sister ,Tamar (2 Sam. 13), and was slain by David’s son, Absalom. Then, Absalom 
tried to seize the throne and was slain by Joab (2 Sam. 14–18). While David was 
dying, his son, Adonijah, tried to take the scepter from Solomon (1 Kings 1), and 
Adonijah was slain. However, David faced these calamities with God’s help and 
lived to assemble what was needed for the temple so that Solomon (Bathsheba’s 
second son) could build it. God, in His government, says, “You shall reap what 
you have sown”, but God, in His GRACE, forgives us.  

The scriptures make it clear that we have hope for forgiveness solely because 
of who God is. There is nothing in human beings that merits pardon, but it’s “in 
accordance with God’s great love” that God forgives the sin(s) of His people. 
Forgiveness is a loving act by God which, in view of Christ’s sacrifice, pronounces 
the guilty innocent and so takes away our sins forever. God forgives completely, 
not because of how good we are but because of the work of Jesus on the cross. 
Thanks be to God!


